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Cleveland Museum of Art Celebrates Holiday Season with 


Winter Lights Lantern Festival Dec. 1-10 
Event Culminates with Holiday CircleFest Sunday, Dec. 3 


CLEVELAND (Nov. 20, 2006) — Celebrate the holiday season at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) as it 
presents the 13"" annual Winter Lights Lantern Festival, Friday, Dec. 1 through Sunday, Dec. 10, 2006. 

Inspired by the centuries-old cross-cultural tradition of ceremonial lighting displays, this festival is the 
Museum’s contribution to Holiday CircleFest, a day of seasonal music, gift shopping, workshops and 
refreshments hosted by the University Circle community. 

Beginning Friday evening Dec. 1, the Museum will present the collaborative art installation Environment 
of Lights on Wade Oval by artists Ian Petroni, Jesse Rhinehart and CMA’s Artistic Director of Community Arts 
Robin VanLear. A totemic Nike of Samothrace and an illuminated gateway will draw visitors into a ceremonial 
space. Illuminated towers encircle a mysterious lighthouse form paying homage to Cleveland’s history as the 
gateway to the Midwest where the mouth of the Cuyahoga joins Lake Erie. The installation will remain on view 
through Dec.17. 

In addition, beginning Friday evening and continuing through Dec. 10, an installation entitled Han 
Dynasty Reflections will be on view in the Museum’s1958 Lobby. The display, Light Works, will inhabit the North 
Lobby. An installation of Spirit Trees will welcome visitors to the new Library entrance. The Outdoor Sculpture 
courtyard will feature illumintated sculptural elements entitled The Lighting of Hill House. 

Lanterns created especially for the CircleFest procession by ten invited artists will be exhibited on the 
classroom level: Anna Arnold; Debbie Apple-Presser; Michael Bodel; Michael Crouch; JoAnn Giordano; Dana 
Hardy; Scott Heiser; Story Rhinehart; Dante Rodriguez; and Rafael Valdivieso. 

Holiday CircleFest 

On Sunday, Dec. 3, as part of Holiday CircleFest (1 p.m. to 6 p.m.), the Lantern Festival will climax with 
a Procession of Lights to Wade Oval, where it will encircle and wind through the Environment of Lights. Open to 
everyone, the procession will begin from the Museum’s North Entrance at 5:30 p.m. Dancers from Inlet Dance 
Theatre will join other dancers and puppeteers as giant puppets, dancers and the invited artists with their own 


specially created lanterns, lead the crowd into and through the installation. 


As part of its CircleFest offerings, the museum will provide an opportunity for visitors to create Tiffany- 


style lanterns to carry in the lantern procession. Handmade lanterns will be for sale. 


(more) 
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Free CircleFest events will be: 

e 1to3 p.m. use technology from the CMA Distance Learning studios to picture yourself in CMA works of art 
e §=1:30, 2:30, or 3:30 p.m. take part in a Greek and Roman Art to Go presentation 

e 2to 4:30 p.m. make a Tiffany-style lantern for the procession 

e 2:00 to 4:30 p.m. try your hand at the Fabric Decorating Workshop: Creating Holiday Squares 

e 2to5 p.m. meet strolling Picasso and Water Lily Art Crew characters 

e Listen to celebrities read and share art stories in the Ingalls Library: 

2:15 p.m. Eleanor Hayes, Ohio News Now 

3 p.m. George Fraser, FraserNet Inc. 

4 p.m. Yvonne Pointer, City of Cleveland Community Relations 

4:30 p.m. Salvador Gonzales, The Cleveland Museum of Art 
e 5:30 to 6 p.m. enjoy the breathtaking Winter Lights Lantern Festival procession on Wade Oval, led by 

illuminated dancers, giant puppets, and guest artists with lit lanterns 
e See lantern displays inside the Museum and visit the Environment of Lights artist installation on Wade Oval, 
featuring illuminated sculptures 
Barcelona & Modernity 

Enjoy a visit through the Barcelona & Modernity: Picasso, Gaudi, Miro, Dali exhibition currently on 
view at CMA (exhibition will be open during Holiday CircleFest with regular admission). Masterworks by 
internationally celebrated artists Picasso, Gaudi, Miro and Dali are presented in contextual relation to works by 
their teachers, colleagues, and rivals, including scores of artists largely unknown to the American public. The 
exhibition features more than 350 artworks in a variety of media: paintings, sculptures, posters, photographs, 
textiles, furniture, decorative objects, architectural designs and models. 

Shopping and Refreshments 

Unique gifts will be available for purchase in the Museum Store, including items inspired by the 
Museum’s newest exhibition Barcelona & Modernity. The store offers Northeast Ohio’s largest selection of fine 
arts calendars and cards, art books and posters, sculpture replicas and exclusive lines of fine art jewelry. 

Visitors are invited to enjoy seasonal offerings in the north lobby and lunch in the Museum Café. 

Holiday CircleFest is presented by University Circle Incorporated and 1s sponsored by Cleveland Public 
Power and The Home Savings and Loan Company. Promotional support is courtesy of Cleveland Magazine and 
The Plain Dealer. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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